
             
 
How to Replace a Lost or Stolen Passport While Traveling 
by Carol McPherson 

You’re packing up your bag after the trip of a lifetime, exhausted and ready to 
return home when – uh oh.  Your passport is missing. 

While this sounds like a nightmare scenario, there are measures in place to help 
you get your documents replaced even when you are far from home. 

HOW TO REPORT A LOST OR STOLEN PASSPORT ABROAD – The first step 
is to report your lost or stolen passport to the nearest U.S. Embassy or 
consulate.  Ask to speak with the Consular Section – they will be able to take 
your report and guide you through the process of obtaining a new passport. 

LOCATING THE NEATEST EMBASSY OR CONSULATE – The State 
Department hosts a directory of U.S. embassies and consulates.  Take a 
screenshot of the address of the embassy closest to your accommodations 
before your trip in case WiFi is spotty.  In a pinch, ask the front desk at your hotel 
for directions. 

WHAT DOCUMENTS DO YOU NEED TO REPLACE YOUR PASSPORT?  To 
replace a lost passport, applicants must fill out a form explaining the loss or theft 
of the passport (Form DS-64) along with the standard U.S. passport application 
form (Form DSs-11). 

Beyond that, the process is the same as a typical renewal application, requiring 
travelers to submit evidence of U.S. citizenship (and a photocopy), a photo I.D 
(and a photocopy), an eligible passport photo, and the required fees. 

WHEN WILL I RECEIVE MY REPLACEMENT PASSPORT? – With expedited 
service (and the accompanying $60 fee), travelers can expect to receive their 
new passports in two to three weeks.  Otherwise, expect a six to eight week wait. 

Since most travelers aren’t prepared to add an extra month to their travel plans, 
embassies and consulates can issue emergency passports – “limited-validity” 
passports that can be issued as quickly as same-day.  Once home, travelers can 
exchange their emergency passport for a full-validity replacement. 



HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO REPLACE A LOST OR STOLEN 
PASSPORT? The standard $130 renewal fee applies when replacing a lost or 
stolen passport, regardless of whether it is full or limited validity.  The fee may be 
waived in extenuating circumstances, outlined by the State Department as: 

The applicant is the victim of a serious crime; or the applicant is a victim of a 
disaster; and the applicant does not have and cannot reasonably be expected to 
obtain money to pay the fees before continuing travel. 

In such cases the fees will be due when the passport holder exchanges their 
emergency passport. 

HOW TO MAKE REPLACING A LOST OR STOLEN PASSPORT EASIER The 
best strategy is to prevent the loss in the first place.  Always check the safe in 
your hotel room before checking out or airplane seatback pockets before 
disembarking to ensure no crucial items are left behind.  Invest in an anti-theft 
bag for extra security. 

If the worst-case scenario arises, it helps to prepare ahead of time.  Bring along 
photocopies of your important documents, including your original passport, as 
well as an extra passport-approved photo.  Program the number of your nearest 
consulate or embassy into your phone and keep the address handy by dropping 
pin in your Maps app before departure. 

FAQ’s 

Are there fees to losing your passport?  No, there are no additional fees for a lost 
passport beyond the typical cost of renewing a passport. 

I found my lost passport after reporting it lost or stolen.  Can I still use it?  
Unfortunately, once a passport is reported lost or stolen, it is no longer valid. 

Can I apply for an emergency passport online?  No.  You must apply in person at 
the embassy or consulate for an emergency passport. 

Are emergency passports biometric?  Emergency passports are not biometric, 
meaning they lack the electronic chip containing a digital copy of the passport 
holder’s information that is present in standard U.S. passports. 

Can I travel anywhere with an emergency passport?  Due to the lack of biometric 
function, some countries may not accept a U.S. emergency passport for entry. 

 

 

 

 


